VISN 20 Data Warehouse Researcher Policy
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The VISN 20 Data Warehouse (DW) contains data extracted from most of the clinical packages of VistA from the National Data Extracts for DSS and from the VA Allocation Resource Center (ARC).  The DW Data Store contains all of the data collected by VISN 20 CIO Data Management Team.

The Data Warehouse will be evolving with new data elements added over time.  The Administrative policies governing access to Data Warehouse applications are also evolving so those granted access privileges must accept that policies may change.

Please review and sign this document acknowledging that you have read and understand the policies as described:

· The VISN 20 CIO can restrict access to resources (connections, temporary workspace, etc.) if resources are consumed at an unreasonable level and/or continued access adversely affects access for other users. Should this be required, notification will be provided to the user.

· The VISN 20 CIO can disapprove or revoke access at any time.

· Installation and management of software to access and manage data extracted from DW is the responsibility of those managing the approved research project.

Access privileges will only be granted if the following stipulations are met:

The following documents must be on file in the VISN 20 Data Center Office:

· This research policy signed and dated.

· A signed security agreement from anyone who has access to the Data Warehouse which includes an acknowledgment that the user has a responsibility to validate information and report all issues to the VISN20 CHIPS Data Quality mail group on Microsoft Exchange mail.

· A copy of the research study protocol

· A copy of the IRB and R&D approval.  Access to and use of the VISN 20 Data Warehouse for research purposes requires Institutional Review Board (IRB) and Research and Development (R&D) Committee approvals.  IRB and R&D Committee reviews and approvals are administered as listed below -

a. The Portland VA Medical Center (VAMC) IRB and R&D Committee provide review and approval for research studies conducted by Portland investigators. 

b. The University of Washington IRB and the Puget Sound VAMC R&D Committee provide review and approval for research protocols conducted by VA Puget Sound Health Care System VAMC investigators.

c. The University of Washington IRB and the Boise VAMC R&D Committee provide review and approval for research protocols conducted by Boise VAMC investigators.

d. The Special Projects Multi-site IRB and the Portland R&D Committee are the review and approval bodies for research studies conducted by investigators at Alaska, Spokane, Walla Walla, Roseburg and Southern Oregon Rehabilitation Center and Clinics.

· A copy of any IRB approval extensions must be forwarded to the VISN 20 Data Center annually, if the project exceeds one year.

Services and support provided by the Data Management team will be limited to:

Data access to the database server (username, password, permissions to database, IP address)

Documentation and/or instruction about connecting to the warehouse, data about data (metadata), database ground rules, suggestions regarding appropriate tool use and limited private database space for working tables. The Data Management Team will not be responsible for ensuring that this private database space is backed up.

I have read and understand the policies as described.

Print Name___________________________________________

Signature_____________________________________________ 
Date _______________

Levels of Data Security

I would like project access to patient identifying information    Yes_______     No________

I would like project access to staff identifying information         Yes_______    No________

If the project requires patient and/or staff identifiers, I affirm that I have obtained approval for this access from the appropriate Institutional Review Board.

___________________________________________


___________________

Principal Investigator/Project Coordinator




Date

Project Description 

Official Project Title: ___________________________________________________________

Other Project Titles or Informal local references (i.e. Lipid Study) -______________________________________________________________________________

 Briefly describe the nature of the research project - _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The following individual(s) are affiliated with the aforementioned research project for purposes of data collection from the VISN 20 Data Warehouse and/or the database cubes.

Name




Title



Phone Number

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

